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PHARMACIST 

 

What does a pharmacist do? 

Pharmacy is a blend of science, health care, direct patient contact, technology, ethics, and business. A 

pharmacist is a highly-skilled and trusted medication expert. They know and understand everything there is to 

know about drugs. Pharmacists undergo extensive education in order to understand the role that drugs play in 

different situations. They are familiar with the biochemical make up of drugs and how that impacts their use, 

side effects, interactions, and implications of effectiveness. Their role revolves around dispensing prescriptions 

to patients, conducting health screenings, giving immunizations, and advising on the safe use of medicine.  

 

Scope of practice 

Pharmacists work with doctors, nurses, and pharmacy technicians. Common tasks and duties include: 

• Dispensing medication per the prescription, or doctor’s orders 

• Consulting patients on prescribed medication usage 

• Communicating with physicians to dispense medication correctly 

• Directing patients toward over the counter medications to treat their ailment 

 

Specializations 

Specialization by location 

One way that pharmacists can specialize is in their practice area. Pharmacists are able to practice in a variety of 

industries and other settings. These specialty areas will impact roles, responsibilities, and career paths: 

• Academia pharmacist 

• Community pharmacist 

• Government pharmacist 

• Hospital pharmacist 

• Industry pharmacist 

• Military pharmacist 

• Research pharmacist 

• Wholesale pharmacist 

 

Specialization by specialty area 

Licensed pharmacists can become board certified in a specialty area of pharmacy, including: 

• Ambulatory care 

• Critical care pharmacy 

• Nuclear pharmacy 

• Nutrition support pharmacy 

• Oncology pharmacy 

• Pediatric pharmacy 

• Pharmacotherapy 

• Psychiatric pharmacy 

 

Work environment 

Employers of pharmacists typically include hospitals, retail stores, nursing homes, assisted living facilities, 

universities, governmental facilities, mail services, and internet companies. They spend the majority of their 

work day on their feet, consulting with patients and physicians. They may need to work a variety of shifts, 

including nights, weekends, and holidays. 
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